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July 11, 2019 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Application from the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments to the 

USDOT BUILD Grant Program 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
On behalf of the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), I would 
like to offer this letter of support for the application from the San Gabriel Valley 
Council of Governments (SGVCOG) to the United States Department of 
Transportation’s (USDOT) Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development 
(BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grants Program for $20 million in funding 
for the Alameda Corridor-East (ACE) Montebello Boulevard Grade Separation 
Project.  
 
This project will improve safety at one of the most crash-prone crossings of the 
Union Pacific Railroad in Los Angeles County. Five collisions have been recorded 
at the crossing since 1977, with three pedestrians killed and one motorist injured. 
The project will improve safety by eliminating collisions at the crossing and will 
enhance traffic flows by reducing vehicle queuing, congestion at the crossing, and 
vehicle emissions. The project will also decrease transportation costs and improve 
access for residents and businesses located in nearby Opportunity Zones by 
providing reliable and timely access to employment centers. 
 
This high-priority grade separation is a component of a comprehensive program 
of infrastructure improvements in Southern California to improve transportation 
safety, reliability, and mobility at rail crossings and reduce the negative 
community and environmental impacts resulting from one of the nation’s busiest 
freight rail corridors. The Alameda Corridor-East connects Southern California’s 
ports to the transcontinental rail network, carries 16% of the nation’s oceangoing 
containerized exports and imports, and was designated by Congress as a Trade 
Corridor of National Significance. The freight railroad is used by an average of 32 
freight trains per day as well as a dozen daily Metrolink commuter trains and is 
projected to grow to a daily total of 52 freight and commuter trains over the next 
five years. 
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The project is a high priority for the State of California and for the Southern California region with $113.3 
million in state and regional funds committed to the project, or more than $5 for every $1 in requested 
BUILD funds. The project is in the final design and right-of-way phase and, by utilizing the NEPA 
assignment streamlining process, can be ready to initiate construction in early 2021, well in advance of 
the BUILD obligation deadline of September 2021. 
 
As a project that is consistent with policies and goals as set forth in the adopted 2016-2040 Regional 
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS), we support SGVCOG’s efforts and 
respectfully request that the USDOT give full and fair consideration to this important project proposal. If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Annie Nam, Manager of Goods Movement 
& Transportation Finance, at (213) 236-1827 or by email at nam@scag.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kome Ajise 
Executive Director 



1625 K Street, NW      Suite 1100      Washington, DC 20006 
202-828-9100 phone      703-721-8409 fax      www.tradecorridors.org 
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July 8, 2019 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
The Alameda Corridor-East (ACE) Project of the San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments is seeking BUILD discretionary funds for their Alameda Corridor-East 
Montebello Boulevard Grade Separation Project. ACE is a member of the Coalition 
for America’s Gateways and Trade Corridors (CAGTC), a national group dedicated to 
improving our nation’s multimodal freight infrastructure.  
 
The San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments is requesting $20 million in BUILD 
grant funds for the Montebello Boulevard Grade Separation Project to improve safety 
at one of the most crash-prone crossings of the Union Pacific Railroad in Los Angeles 
County. The project will improve safety by eliminating collisions at the crossing, and 
will enhance traffic flows by reducing vehicle queuing and congestion at the crossing, 
in turn reducing vehicle emissions.  
 
The Alameda Corridor-East connects Southern California’s ports to the 
transcontinental rail network, carries 16 percent of the nation’s oceangoing 
containerized exports and imports and was designated by Congress as a Trade 
Corridor of National Significance. The freight railroad is used by an average of 32 
freight trains per day as well as a dozen daily Metrolink commuter trains, projected to 
grow to a daily total of 52 freight and commuter trains over the next five years. 
 
The project is a high priority for the state of California and for the Southern California 
region, with $113.3 million in state and regional funds committed to the project, or 
more than $5 for every $1 in requested BUILD funds. The project is in the final design 
and right-of-way phase and, by utilizing the NEPA assignment streamlining process, 
can be ready to initiate construction in early 2021, well in advance of the BUILD 
obligation deadline of September 2021. 
 
We hope you’ll consider the merits of the Alameda Corridor-East Montebello 
Boulevard Grade Separation Project application. As an organization, we support 
investments in freight infrastructure and we encourage USDOT to continue investing 
in goods movement projects through the BUILD grant program. Should you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in advance for your 
consideration.   
 
Sincerely, 

         
Elaine Nessle 
Executive Director 

 



 

 

 
   

 

Lupe Valdez  

Sr. Director Public Affairs 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY 
13181 Crossroads Parkway North, Ste. 500 
City of Industry, CA 91746 

 

July 9, 2019 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Re:  Support for BUILD grant application for the Alameda Corridor-East Montebello 

Boulevard Grade Separation Project, City of Montebello, California 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

On behalf of Union Pacific, I am writing in support of the San Gabriel Valley Council of 

Governments Alameda Corridor-East Montebello Boulevard Grade Separation Project 

application seeking funds from the FY 2019 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage 

Development or “BUILD” discretionary grant program. Their project will enhance traffic flows 

by reducing vehicle queuing and congestion at the crossing, in turn reducing vehicle emissions. It 

is our understanding, this project is a high priority for the state of California and for the Southern 

California region. 

 

Union Pacific has an excellent relationship with the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 

and looks forward to working with them if they are awarded a 2019 BUILD grant. Furthermore, 

we look forward to continuing to work with the parties involved to ensure the plans follow our 

engineering standards and safety requirements. Thank you for your consideration, and please feel 

free to contact me with any questions.     

Sincerely, 

 



 

 

Aug. 16, 2019 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: Support for BUILD grant application for the Alameda Corridor-East 
 Montebello Boulevard Grade Separation Project, City of Montebello, Calif. 
 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
Mobility 21 is in support of the Alameda Corridor-East (ACE) Montebello Boulevard Grade 
Separation Project application seeking funds from the FY 2019 Better Utilizing 
Investments to Leverage Development or “BUILD” discretionary transportation grant 
program. 
 
The San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments is requesting $20 million in BUILD grant 
funds for the Montebello Boulevard Grade Separation Project which will improve safety at 
one of the most crash-prone crossings of the Union Pacific Railroad in Los Angeles 
County. Five collisions have been recorded at the crossing since 1977, with three 
pedestrians killed and one motorist injured. The project will improve safety by eliminating 
collisions at the crossing, and will enhance traffic flows by reducing vehicle queuing and 
congestion at the crossing, in turn reducing vehicle emissions. The project will also 
decrease transportation costs and improve access for residents and businesses located in 
nearby Opportunity Zones by providing reliable and timely access to employment centers.  
 
This high-priority grade separation is a component of a comprehensive program of 
infrastructure improvements in Southern California to improve transportation safety, 
reliability and mobility at rail crossings and reduce the negative community and 
environmental impacts resulting from one of the nation’s busiest freight rail corridors. The 
Alameda Corridor-East connects Southern California’s ports to the transcontinental rail 
network, carries 16 percent of the nation’s oceangoing containerized exports and imports 
and the ACE rail-roadway grade separations have been designated by Congress as a 
Trade Corridor of National Significance. The freight railroad is used by an average of 32 
freight trains per day as well as a dozen daily Metrolink commuter trains, projected to 
grow to a daily total of 52 freight and commuter trains over the next five years. 
 
The project is a high priority for the state of California and for the Southern California 
region, with $113.3 million in state and regional funds committed to the project, or more 
than $5 for every $1 in requested BUILD funds. The project is in the final design and right-
of-way phase and, by utilizing the NEPA assignment streamlining process, can be ready 
to initiate construction in early 2021, well in advance of the BUILD obligation deadline of 
September 2021. 
 
We thank you for your leadership of the Department of Transportation and your attention 
to this grant request.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jenny Larios 
Executive Director 


